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Introduction 

A Country Is An Important Unit Of Analysis 

For Media, Which Acts As An Image Agent In Forming Perceptions Of A Country (Gartner, 1994). Since Pakistan 

Has Become An Ally In The International War Against Terrorism Post–September 11, It Has Become A Prime 

Target Of Terrorism Itself And Has Witnessed A Serious Deterioration In Law And Order Conditions, With 

Suicide Bombings; Bomb Blasts At Public Gatherings, Mosques, And Other Holy Places; And Attacks On The 

Military Forces (Pakistan Institute Of Legislative Development And Transparency, 2008). According To An 

Annual Ranking Of Countries Based On How They Are Described In The Media (East West Communications, 

2011), Pakistan Is Always In The Bottom Tier Along With War-Torn Countries Such As Afghanistan, Iraq, 

Somalia, And Syria, Which Implies The Presence Of Negative Connotations Of Pakistan In The Media. The 

Objective Reality Can Be Considerably Different From The Media Reality, Because The Media Are Capable Of 

Framing A News Story By Creating A Pseudo Environment Distant From The Reality Of The Outside World 

(Shoemaker & Reese, 1996). This Is Particularly Relevant For The Media Reporting Of Places That Are Less 

Familiar To Audiences, Because The Audiences Cannot Authenticate The Veracity Of Such Stories Through 

Personal Experiences Or Other Stories.                                                

This Study Aims To Comprehend The Comparative Media Perceptions Of Pakistan In China And The United 

States Via Content Analysis Of The News Stories Within Specific Frames. I Examine The Stories’ Evaluative 

Undertones And Perform An Interpretive Analysis. Maintaining Favorable Foreign Policy And Good Diplomatic 

Relations With The United States And China Is Considered A Priority For Most Countries Around The Globe. 

However, Pakistan Has A Different Type Of Relationship With Each Country. China Is Perceived By Pakistan 

As A Global Counterweight To The United States And A More Reliable Ally Over The Long Term. With The 

United States, Pakistan Has Recently Shared Tumultuous Relations Marked With Common And Clashing 

Interests. Therefore, Comparing the Media Perceptions in China and the United States Should Render a 

Reasonable Approximation of the Characteristics of Pakistan’s Media Representation in Both Countries. 

Abstract: The Media Plays A Crucial Role In Shaping 

Perceptions Of Countries, Often Constructing A Pseudo Reality 

That May Diverge Significantly From Actual Circumstances. This 

Phenomenon Is Particularly Pertinent For Regions Less Familiar 

To Audiences, Where They Lack Personal Experiences Or 

Alternative Narratives For Verification. Pakistan, Having Become 

A Focal Point In The Global War On Terrorism, Finds Itself 

Frequently Portrayed Negatively In The Media, Alongside Other 

Conflict-Ridden Nations. This Portrayal Influences Global 

Perceptions Of Pakistan, Potentially Overshadowing Its Nuanced 

Realities. 
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The Framing Analysis Of Pakistan In The Chinese News Media Has Not Been Explored Before, And Most Studies 

About The Framing Of Pakistan In The U.S. News Media Have Centered On September 11 Events (Khan, 2008), 

Pakistan–India Conflict (Siraj, 2008), Or In Terms Of An Overall Frame Of The West Versus Islam (Ali, 2009; 

Saleem, 2007). The Timing Of This Study In Summer 2014 Is Crucial, Because Pakistan’s Most Comprehensive 

Military Offensive, Operation Zarb-E-Azb, Against Militants And Terrorists Along Pakistan’s Northwestern 

Border With Afghanistan Was Under Way. Because Pakistan’s Role In Fighting Extremism And Terrorism Has 

Been Intensely Scrutinized By Global Media, Any Differences In The News Coverage Of Pakistan And The 

Media Frames Of Such Coverage Can Be Meaningfully Explored In The Periods Before And After Operation 

Zarb-E-Azb.  

Framing Theory   
Framing Is A Process Of Presenting A Narrative To A Target Audience That Promotes A Desired Interpretation 

Of Perceived Reality By Highlighting Some Aspects Or Issues While Disregarding Others And Making 

Connections Among Them (Entman, 2007). Communication Scholars Have Conceptualized Framing As A 

Dichotomy Between “Frame In Communication Or Media Frame” And “Frame In Thought Or Individual Frame” 

(Druckman, 2001, P. 228). The Former Usage Refers To The Words, Images, And Presentation Style Employed 

By An Information Disseminator (E.G., A Media Outlet Or News Agency) To Relay Information About An Event 

Or An Issue To The Audience. The Decisions About Which Aspects Of The Information Should Be Deemed 

Relevant, Salient, And Appropriate (And Vice Versa) Are Made By The Information Disseminator And Are 

Evident In The Resulting Frames. The Frame In Thought, Or An Individual Frame, Refers To What An Individual 

Receiver Of Information Believes To Be The Most Relevant, Salient, And Appropriate Aspect Of Information 

(Chong & Druckman, 2007). This Dichotomy In The Usage Of The Term Frame Is Important In Understanding 

The Processes Of Frame Building And Frame Setting (Scheufele, 1999).   

Frame Building Centers On The Dynamics Of How Information Disseminators Choose Particular Frames In 

Communication, And Frame Setting Refers To The Influences Of Media Frames On The Individual Frames And 

The Psychological Processes At Work—That Is, The Interaction Between Media Frames And Individuals’ Prior 

Knowledge And Predispositions (De Vreese, 2005). The Present Study Is Set Within The Premises Of The Frame 

In Communication Process Of Frame Building To Help Us Understand The News Frames Concerning Pakistan 

In Two Diverse Countries With Whom It Has Different Types Of Relationships, In The Background Of A Military 

Offensive Initiated Against Antistate Elements In Its Territory.  

A Framing Effect As A Communication Effect Is Not Due To Differences In What Is Being Communicated, But, 

Rather, It Is Caused By Variations In How A Given Piece Of Information Is Presented In A Public Discourse 

(Scheufele & Iyengar, 2011). The Perception Is Reference-Dependent (Kahneman, 2003). Therefore, The Manner 

In Which A Given Piece Of Information Is Contextualized Determines How The Information Is Interpreted. In 

Recent Years, The Framing Literature Has Made A Crucial Distinction Between An Equivalence Frame And An 

Emphasis Frame. The Former Category Is Based On The Work Of Kahneman And Tversky (1984) And Refers 

To The Framing Of The Exact Same Information In Different Ways That Consequently Evokes Different 

Attitudinal Or Behavioral Outcomes. Emphasis Frames, In Contrast, Refer To Descriptions Of The Issue That 

Emphasize Its Particular Aspects—For Example, Moral Versus Economic Arguments For Or Against Health Care 

(Entman, 1993). The Present Study Is Situated Within The Emphasis Model Of Framing In Studying The Overall 

Image Of A Country In Terms Of The Evaluative Undertones Evidenced In Specific News Stories About Various 

Issues.   

Dominant Emphasis Frames In The News Coverage Of Pakistan   
The Cultural And Geographic Differences Among Countries Also Regulate The International News Coverage 

(Galtung & Vincent, 1992). Negative Coverage By The Western Media That Applies Terms Such As Extremists 
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Or Terrorists To The Natives Of A Specific Region Conjures Those Stereotypes In The Minds Of People Who 

Use And Hear Them (Baran, 2004). Pakistan Is Often Covered In The U.S. Media In The Milieu Of The Same 

Cultural Difference Of An Overall Frame Of The West Versus Islam. There Is Also Evidence Of Pakistan Being 

Framed In The U.S. News Media As A Fundamentalist Islamic State (Saleem, 2007), A Politically Instable 

Country, And A Base Of Religious Terrorism (Ali, Jan, & Saleem, 2013). In The Context Of India–Pakistan 

Conflict, Pakistan Is Portrayed Unfavorably In The U.S. News Media (Khan, 2008) And Is Framed More As A 

Foe Than As A Friend (Siraj, 2008). Moreover, Pakistanis Are Framed As A Threat To The Territorial Integrity 

Of The Subcontinent Due To Their Perceived Alliance With Fundamentalist Religious Organizations. In 

Discourse About The Religious Aspect Of The India–Pakistan Conflict, Hinduism Has Been Downplayed And 

Islam Has Been Highlighted, Allowing For Framing Of An Impression That Islam Is More Threatening In 

Escalation Of The Conflict (Atre, 2013). When Referring To Islam Or Muslims, Terms Such As Islamic 

Fundamentalists And Islamic Militants Have Become Part Of The Large Frames For Western Media Coverage, 

Attributing Negative Connotations To The Whole Population (Karim, 2003). The U.S. Media Particularly Frames 

Islam In An Orthodox, Canonical Way, Against Any Kind Of Modernity, Which Reflects The Cultural Prejudices 

Perpetuated Toward Islam (Said, 1997).   

A Comparison Of News Framing Related To Pakistan In The Chinese And U.S. Media Is Important, Because 

Pakistan Shares Different Types Of Relationships With Both Nations. With The United States, Pakistan Shares 

A Transactional Relationship Based On Interest Rather Than Trust. Former U.S. Secretary Of State Hillary 

Clinton, In Her Book Hard Choices, Expressed Deep Distrust In Sharing Intelligence Information With Pakistan. 

Relationships Between Pakistan And The United States Plunged To A Historic Low In November 2011, When 

24 Pakistani Soldiers Were Killed By U.S. Forces On The Afghan Border, Termed A “Tragic Accident” By The 

United States. Pakistan, As A Consequence, Stopped North Atlantic Treaty Organization Supply Lines And 

Demanded A Direct Apology From The White House. An Apology Was Not Provided By The Obama 

Administration, Because It Would Hurt The Reelection Campaign; An Apology To The Country That “Harbored” 

Osama Bin Laden Would Not Be Endorsed By Public Sentiment (Clinton, 2014).  

According To The Pakistani State, It Has Endured Huge Socioeconomic Costs Since Its Alignment With The 

International Counterterrorism Campaign, A Figure Estimated To Be $69 Billion (“Pakistan Lost,” 2013). But 

Popular Belief In The United States Is That Pakistan Is Just Minting Money In The Wake Of The War Against 

Terror, Without Providing The Strategic Advantages The United States Is Looking For In The Region (Cohen & 

Chollet, 2007).   

Pakistan And China, On The Other Hand, Have A Bilateral Relationship Spanning Six Decades. Both Countries 

Share Strong Economic Cooperation, Strategic Alliances, And Close Military Relations. China Has Made 

Substantial Investments In Power Projects, Communication Nodes, And Infrastructure Expansion In Pakistan, 

Including The Construction Of Gawadar Port On The Southern Coast Of Pakistan And A Pak-China Economic 

Corridor That Will Run From Southwest China Through Pakistan To The Arabian Sea (“China Agrees,” 2014). 

Pakistan Has Played An Important Role In Helping China Build Diplomatic Relations With  

Muslim Countries and Bridge Communication with The West By Facilitating The First Visit Of U.S. President 

Nixon To China In 1972. Pakistan Has Supported China’s Position Related to Its Sovereignty in Taiwan, Xinjiang, 

And Tibet and Was Furnished the Same Support by China over Kashmir.  

Operation Zarb-E-Azb And The Framing Of Pakistan   
It Is Widely Believed That The Seeds Of The Current Wave Of Terrorism And Extremism As A Security Threat 

To Pakistan Began In The 1970s And 1980s, When Islamization Was Used As A Main Tool In Pakistan’s Foreign 

Policy To Curtail Soviet Influence In The Region By Allying With The United States (Murphy & Malik, 2009). 

Most Of Today’s Militant Groups Are Reminiscent Of The Same Era And Form An Umbrella Organization—
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The Pakistani Taliban—Based In The North-Western Federally Administered Tribal Areas Of The Country Along 

The Afghan Border (Yusufzai, 2008). The Primary Contention Of These Militant Groups Is That The 

Representative Democracy In Pakistan Is Not Islamic. The Religious Voting Bank Is One Of The Largest In 

Pakistan, And Mainstream Religious Political Parties Are Part Of The Country’s Political System (Qazi, Khan, 

& Khan, 2013)—Implying That Popular Democracy In The Country Is Essentially Islamic In Its Ideology. 

However, It Is In The Execution Of Democracy Where The Problem Lies (Yousaf, 2015).  

  

Since 2001, Pakistan Has Been Severely Hit By A Series Of Terrorist Attacks By Militants And Antistate 

Elements In The Form Of Rocket Assaults, Bomb Explosions, And Suicide Hits Claiming The Lives Of 49,000 

Civilians And 15,000 Security Personnel (Raja, 2013). Two Suicide Bombings Occurred In Pakistan in 2002, 

And This Number Rose To An All-Time High Of 76 In 2009. Between 9/11 And The End Of 2013, Pakistan Was 

Hit By Suicide Bombers 376 Times, Claiming 5,714 Lives (Conflict Monitoring Center, 2013). Pakistan’s 

Military Has Been Engaged in Armed Conflict against the Militants since 2004 In the Northwest Part of the 

Country Bordering with Afghanistan, In Pursuit Of the International War against Terrorism. Before Operation 

Zarb-E-Azb, Pakistan Successfully Launched Military Offensives In The Adjoining Regions Against The Taliban 

Militants And Insurgents In, For Example, Operation Rah-E-Haq (“Right Path”), Also Known As The First Battle 

Of Swat Region, And Operation Sher-Dil (“Lion Heart”), Also Known As The Battle Of Bajaur Agency.  

Operation Zarb-E-Azb Is A Joint Military Offensive Of The Pakistan Army That Was Launched On June 15, 

2014, Against The Armed Insurgent Militant Groups Involved In Terrorist Activities In Pakistan Who Are Hiding 

Out In The North Waziristan Tribal Belt At The Pakistan-Afghanistan Border. Zarb Means “Attack,” And Azb Is 

The Name Of The Sword Of Prophet Muhammad That Was Used In The Battle Of Badr And Uhud. Thus, The 

Operation Name Means “Attack With The Sword Of Prophet Muhammad.” The Islamic Clerics In Pakistan 

Declared A Fatwa, Endorsing The Operation As A Jihad Against Terrorism. Up To 30,000 Soldiers Are Taking 

Part In The Operation, Thought To Be One Of The Most Comprehensive Crackdowns Against The Militants By 

The Pakistan Army (“Pakistan Army Launches,” 2014).   

As A Result of The Operation, Pakistan Has Witnessed One of the Largest Internal Displacements of Civilians in 

the Country’s History, With More Than One Million Fleeing The Conflicted Zone (Chaudhry, 2014). By 

September 3, 2014, 910 Terrorists Were Reported To Have Been Killed, 82 Pakistani Soldiers Had Lost Their 

Lives, 27 Arms- And Explosives-Making Factories Had Been Destroyed, Militant Strongholds Had Been Cleared, 

And The State’s Judicial Writ Had Been Imposed (“Army Says,” 2014).   

There Is Reason To Believe That, After The Initiation Of Operation Zarb-E-Azb, Pakistan Would Gain Favorable 

Coverage In The International News Media, Particularly In Western Media Outlets. Before Operation Zarb-E-

Azb Was Launched, There Was Tremendous Pressure On Pakistan To Crack Down Against The Militant Wings 

In North Waziristan, And Pakistan Often Was Accused Of Harboring And Shielding The Military Wings Of The 

Haqqani Network, Terming It A “Veritable Arm” Of Pakistan’s Intelligence Agency (Qazi, 2012). Therefore, It 

Is Of Pivotal Interest To Examine The Frames And The Evaluative Tones In Both Chinese And U.S. News Media 

That Are Associated With Pakistan’s Role In Combating Terrorism In Its Latest Military Offensive. Based On 

The Preceding Discussion, The Following Research Questions Are Asked: 

Rq1:  

  

Do News Frames Related To Pakistan Significantly Differ In Their Coverage In 

Xinhua And The Associated Press With Respect To Visibility?  

Rq2:  

  

Do News Frames Related To Pakistan Significantly Differ In Their Coverage In 

Xinhua And The Associated Press With Respect To The Evaluative Tones?  
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Rq3:  

  

 

Do News Frames Related To Pakistan Significantly Differ In Their Coverage In 

Xinhua And The Associated Press With Respect To Visibility And The Evaluative 

Tones In The Periods Before And After Operation Zarb-E-Azb?  

Method 

Research Design  
This Study Employs A Combination Of Two Research Methods (He, Xianhong, & Xing, 2012). First, A Content 

Analysis Focuses On The News Coverage Of The Two Largest Wire Services In Both Countries: The Associated 

Press Of The United States And The Xinhua News Agency Of China. Second, I Performed An Interpretative 

Analysis Of The Content Analysis To Better Understand The Stipulated Relationships Foregrounded In The 

Research Questions. Xinhua Is The State Press Agency Of China, Which Operates As A Mouthpiece Of The 

Chinese Communist Party In Disseminating The Policies Of The Central Government And Addressing The Social 

Issues Conforming To The Party Guidelines (Ma, 2005). The Associated Press Is The Primary Nationally 

Oriented News Service In The United States And One Of The Largest News Media Organizations In The World 

(Wu, 2006). Both News Agencies Are Essentially The Leading Source Of News In Their Respective Countries 

And Principally Adjudicate The News Agenda For Their Audiences And Other Media Outlets.  

Xinhua’s Chinese Web Portal (Http://Info.Search.News.Cn/Search_Adv.Jsp) Was Used To Retrieve News 

Related To Pakistan. The Query Entered Was “Pakistan” In Corresponding Chinese Characters 巴基斯坦.  

The News Articles From Ap Were Found Using The Lexisnexis Database By Inputting The Search Term 

“Pakistan.” Date Limitations Were Applied To The Sample. A First Period, Beginning On May 15 And Ending 

On June 14, 2014 (Both Days Inclusive), Constitutes The Month Before Operation Zarb-E-Azb. A Second Period 

Beginning On June 15 And Ending On July 15, 2014 (Both Days Inclusive), Comprises The Period After 

Operation Zarb-E-Azb. The News Content Is Not Randomly Disseminated Over The Years, Months, Or Days 

(Peng, 2007), And News Coming From Pakistan Is Usually Event Based, Receiving Coverage In The 

International Media Only After Its Occurrence. Therefore, To Achieve The Research Objectives, All The Events 

In The Month Before And The Month After Operation Zarb-E-Azb Need To Be Examined To Gauge The Media 

Pulse. The Unit Of Analysis Was The News Story. A News Story Was Characterized As A Semantic Entity With 

At Least One Story Demarcated From Another By A Change Of Topic (De Vreese, Peter, & Semetko, 2001).  

A Deductive Approach Was Used To Study The Framing Of Pakistan In The Chinese And U.S. News Media By 

Predefining Relevant Frames As Content Analytic Variables To Authenticate The Extent Of Their Occurrence In 

The News (Semetko & Valkenhurg, 2000). As A Result, Five News Frames Related To Pakistan Were Generated: 

A Terrorism Threat Frame, An Economic Consequences Frame, A Domestic Politics Frame, A Social Frame, 

And An International Relations Frame.    

Terrorism Threat Frame.Acts Of Terrorism Have Always Found Relevance In The Communication Research 

Because They Possess Elements That Enhance News Value, Such As Drama, Visuals, Sound Effects, And 

General Newsworthiness Of The Story (Papacharissi& De Fatima Oliveira, 2008). Since The 9/11 Attacks, The 

Western Media In General Has Recourse To A “War On Terrorism” Frame, Which Allows It To Place Global 

News Events—Especially Those Within The Domain Of Conflict—In An Overall Narrative (Norris, Kern, & 

Just, 2003). The Personification Of The War On Terror Frame In The Media Has Been Endorsed To Such An 

Extent That It Is Often Employed To Characterize General Social Conditions Beyond Terrorism (Reese & Lewis, 

2009). Although News Reporting On Contemporary Terrorism Has Heightened Public Concern Of The Risks 

Confounded By Terrorism, It Has Also Led To Stereotypical Thinking About The Terrorist Threat, Which Often 

Leads To Demonization Of Muslims And Islam In General (Woods, 2011).   

Economic Consequences Frame. This Frame Includes All The News Concerning The Economic Consequences 

For A Country Of An Event, Issue, Or Problem (Semetko & Valkenburg, 2000). Economic Consequences Is A 

http://info.search.news.cn/search_adv.jsp
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Common News Frame (Neuman, Just, & Crigler, 1992). The Severity Of An Event May Heighten Its Economic 

Consequences. Operation Zarb-E-Azb Involves High Economic Costs; Its Successful Execution And An 

Expected Rebuttal From Extremist Forces Implies That The Law And Order Situation Could Either Get Worse 

Or Improve In The Due Course Of The Operation.    

Domestic Politics Frame. This Frame focuses on the Political Impact of the War against Terrorism in Pakistan’s 

Democratic Set-Up, The Seriousness And Competence (Or Lack Thereof) Of The Government In Addressing 

The Issues Of Radicalism, Extremism, And Sectarianism, And Improving The Standard Of Living Among 

Common Pakistanis. The Domestic Politics Frame Has Been Employed To Focus On Political Figures And 

Religious Leaders Who Had Significant Influence On Policies During World War II And On The Policies Of Al-

Qaeda And The Taliban (Maiko, 2012). This Frame Is Particularly Predominant When The Host Country 

Confronts Public Relation Problems That Are Intrinsically Political In Nature (Yao, 2010).   

Social Frame.Stories Related To The Social Life, Culture, Art, And People Of Pakistan During The Recent Wave 

Of Terrorism And Religious Extremism Are Included In This Frame. The Social Frame Is A Prominent Frame In 

The News Coverage Of Issues That Profoundly Affect The Lives Of Common People (Sern & Zanuddin, 2012).  

International Relations Frame. This Frame Includes Stories That Pertain To The Diplomatic Relations Of 

Pakistan With Other Countries. International Relations Has Been A Dominant Frame In The Media Scholarship 

Of Global Issues, Such As Global Warming (Brossard, Shanahan, & Mccomas, 2004). The News Media Of A 

Host Country Is Expected To Characterize More Vibrantly A Foreign Country With Which It Shares Historically 

Cordial Diplomatic Ties (Yu & Riffe, 1989). Strategically Significant Conflict Impacts On The Political 

Dynamics Of The Regions And In The Arena Of International Relations Because Of The Ever-Present Danger 

Of Spillover Effects Of The Terrorist Attacks In Other Regions Of The World.  

Analysis   
Twenty-Two Questions Were Developed: Five Questions Each For The Terrorism Threat And Social Frames 

And Four Questions Each For The Domestic Politics, Economic Consequences,And International Relations 

Frames. A Minimum Of Three Questions Was Deemed Necessary To Measure Each Frame (Semetko & 

Valkenburg, 2000). To Increase The Possibility Of Discovering Latent Frames, The Coders Were Not Aware Of 

Which Questions Coincided With Which Predefined Frames. The Occurrence Of Frames Was Measured By 

Simple Yes (1) Or No (0) Coding Categories. For Example, A News Item Titled “Panic, Uncertainty Grip Pakistan 

As Karachi Airport Under Attack” (Xinhua, June 9, 2014) Was Coded Yes On All Five Questions Describing 

Terrorism Threat, On Three Questions Concerning Social, And Two Questions Regarding International 

Relations, And Coders Answered No To The Rest Of The Questions. For Another News Story, “China, Pakistan 

Vow To Strengthen Anti-Terrorism Cooperation” (Xinhua, May 22, 2014), Coders Answered Yes To Three 

Questions Characterizing The International Relations Frame, Two Questions For Terrorism Threat,And One 

Question Construing Economic Consequences; The Rest Of The Questions Were Coded No.   

The Evaluative Tone Of News Content Was Identified As Negative, Positive, Or Neutral According To Wang 

And Wang’s (2007) Categorization Scheme, Where Negative = 1, Neutral = 0, And Positive = 1. News Content 

Was Operationally Defined As Negative When The Primary Aspects Of The Host Country Suggest Unreliability, 

Weakness, Instability, Danger, Insecurity, Untrustworthiness, And Inefficiency In Managing Its Political, 

Cultural, Economic, Administrative, And Societal Activities. For Example, A News Story Titled “A Look At The 

History Of Militancy In Pakistan” (Ap, June 9, 2014) Was Coded As Negative. Positive News Was Operationally 

Defined As Stories In Which The Primary Aspects Of The Host Country Indicate Reliability, Progress, Stability, 

Prosperity, Security, Trustworthiness, And Efficiency In Managing Its Political, Cultural, Economic, 

Administrative, And Societal Activities. For Instance, A News Story Titled “Woman Heads Police Post In Largest 

Pakistan City” (Ap, June 15, 2014) Was Coded As Positive. Neutral News Is Operationally Defined As News In 
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Which The Primary Aspects Of The Host Country Are Poised Between Positive And Negative Sides. A Story 

Titled “Pakistan Refugee Crisis Creates Polio Challenge” (Ap, June 28, 2014) Was Inscribed As Neutral.   

The Items Were Coded By Two Research Associates. The Intercoder Reliability Was Established By Independent 

Coding Of 10% Of The Items By Both Research Associates Regarding The Framing Orientation And The Tone 

Of The News Content. The Results Were Tested By Calculating Krippendorff’s Alpha (Kalpha). The Kalpha 

Ranged From 0.66 To 0.92 And Measured Intercoder Reliability By Taking Into Consideration Not Only The 

Observed Disagreement Between The Coders But The Expected Disagreement—That Is, Kalpha = 1 – (Observed 

Disagreement/Expected Disagreement) (Krippendorff, 2011). The Kalpha Values For Evaluative Tone Were 0.83 

And For Framing Categories 0.80, Indicating Satisfactory Reliability.    

Principal Component Analysis With A Varimax-Rotated Solution Was Employed, Explaining 61.20% Of The 

Variance Of The Framing Items Arranged Into Five Distinguishable Clusters, As Shown In Table 1. Only Those 

Items With Factor Loadings Above 0.40 Were Retained (Han, 2007); As A Result, Four Items That Either Did 

Not Cluster Appropriately Or Possessed Lower Factor Loadings Were Omitted. The Eliminated Items Were: 

“Does The Story Relate Pakistani Citizens Involved In Violence Or Crimes/Good Works That Affect Other 

Countries?”(International Relations); “Does The Story Relate Social Inequalities And Injustice As A Root Cause 

Of Terrorism In Pakistan?” (Social); “Does The Story Involve Pakistan’s Trade And Economic Agreements With 

Other Countries Now Or In The Future?” (Economic Consequences); “Does The Story Concern The 

Counterterrorism Policy Of The Pakistani Government?” (Domestic Politics). The Intercorrelation Among The 

Five Frames Ranged From R = .38 (P< .001) Between Terrorism Threat And Domestic Politics To R = .30 (P< 

.001) Between International Relations And Domestic Politics, And The Alpha Reliability Coefficient Ranged 

From 0.63 For International Relations To 0.84 For Terrorism Threat, With A Satisfactory Overall Coefficient Of 

0.77. Multi-Item Scales Were Formed By Averaging The Unweighted Scores On The Individual Items In Each 

Of The Five Frames (Semetko & Valkenburg, 2000). The Scale Values For Each Frame Ranged From 0 (Frame 

Not Present) To 1 (Frame Present).   

Table 1.Principle Component Analysis (Varimax Rotation).  

 
Factor  Eigen- Alpha  Variance  

Frames Loadings Values  Reliability  Explained  

 
Terrorism Threat  
Does The Story Suggest That Urgent Action Is  

.737  

Needed Against Terrorist Elements?  

4.04  .840  22.441%  

Does The Story Categorize Pakistan As A  

Victim/Accomplice Of The Terrorist Elements In The  .732 Society?  

Does The Story Suggest Taliban/Militants As      

Enemies Of The State And Of The World As 

A Whole?   

Does The Story Criticize/Appreciate The  

.722      

Lack/Presence Of Sufficient Measures Taken 

By Pakistan Against Terrorism?   

Does The Story Categorize Pakistan As A 

Country In  

.716      
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Crisis Due To A Terrorism Threat?   .663      

Social       

Does The Story Reflect How The Lives Of 

Common Pakistani Citizens Are Affected 

By Terrorism?  Does The Story Portray 

Pakistani Society As Socially 

Intolerant/Tolerant Toward 

Fundamentalism?  Does The Story Refer To 

The Treatment Of Socially  

.674   

.669   

2.41   .647   13.373%   

Vulnerable Groups, Such As Minorities And 

Women?  Does The Story Refer To The 

Meaningful Contribution  

.583      

Of Pakistan In International Festivals, Games, 

And Cultural Shows?   

.476      

Economic Consequences*       

Does The Story Refer To Economic 

Losses/Gains Now Or In The Future 

Attributable To Terrorism In Pakistan?   

Does The Story Mention The Costs Involved 

In  

.825   

1.96   .770   10.864%   

Pakistan’s Indulgence In The War Against 

Terrorism?   

Is There A Reference To Economic 

Consequences Of  

.779      

Pursuing Or Not Pursuing A Course Of 

Action (Military Operation)?   

.477      

Domestic Politics       

Does The Story Relate The Law And Order 

Situation Of Pakistan With Political 

Instability?   

Does The Story Deal With People’s Growing 

Satisfaction/Dissatisfaction With Government 

Institutions?   

Does The Story Involve Administrative 

Complacency/Competency To Address The 

Issues Of  

.743   

.691   

1.30   .626   8.112%   

Terrorism, Extremism, And Other Issues 

Faced By Pakistani Society At Large?   

.684      

International Relations  
Does The Story Involve Strained/Strong Diplomatic  

.758  
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Ties Of Pakistan With Other Countries?  1.04 .627 6.408%  

Does The Story Involve Pakistan’s Role In World Affairs In The Form Of 

Agreements With Foreign  .626 Countries?  

Does The Story Involve Criticism/Acknowledgment Of Pakistan 

Fulfilling/Not Fulfilling Its Diplomatic  .575 Commitments?  

 
 * Items Adapted From Semetko And Valkenburg, (2000).   

Visibility Of News Frames In Two News Agencies   
A Total Of 277 News Articles Were Analyzed: 165 (59.6%) Were Reported By Xinhua, And 112 (40.4%) Were 

Covered By The Associated Press. General Linear Model Repeated Measures Provided Evidence Of The Presence 

Of Five Frames In Both Xinhua (F = 23.98, Df = 4,161, P< .001, Η2 = .37) And Ap (F = 20.39, Df = 4,103, P< 

.001, Η2 = .44) As Depicted In Tables 2 And 3, Respectively. Independent Sample T Tests Confirmed That 

Statistical Significant Differences Existed In The Mean Visibility Of The Frames Between The Two News 

Agencies. The Results Shown In Table 4 Substantiate That The Terrorism Threat Frame Was More Prominent In 

Ap Coverage Than In Xinhua (P< .001). The Social (P< .001), Domestic Politics (P< .05), And International 

Relations Frames (P< .05) Were More Noticeable In Xinhua Than In Ap.   

Table 2. General Linear Model (Repeated Measures)  For The Presence Of Five Frames In 

Xinhua’s News Coverage.  

Frames   M   Sd   F   Df  Significance   
Effect 

Size   

Terrorism Threat   0.33   0.27      

Social   

Domestic Politics   

0.14   

0.19   

0.25   

0.24   23.98   4,161  P < .001   0.37   

International Relations   

Economic  

0.14   0.20      

Consequences   0.10   0.26      

  

Table 3.  

General 

Lin 

Ear 

Model  (Repeated  Measures) For The   

 

Presence Of Fiv E Frames In T He Associat Ed Press’s News Coverage.    

Frames   M   Sd   F  Df  Significance   
Effect  

Size   

Terrorism Threat  

Social   

Domestic Politics   

0.46   

0.05   

0.13   

0.28   

0.09   

0.20   20.39  4,103  P< .001   

0.44   

  

International Relations   0.07   0.13     

Economic Consequences   0.079   0.19     

  

  

Table 4. Independent Sample T Test With Respect To Mean Visibility Of The Frames.  

 Frames   

Xinhua   AP   

t   value   Significance   
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 M   Sd   M   Sd     

Terrorism Threat   0.33   0.27   0.46    0.28   3.8   P< 0.001   

Social   0.14   0.25   0.05   0.09   3.68   P< 0.001   

Domestic Politics   

International  

0.19   0.24   0.13   0.20   2.39   P< 0.05   

Relations   0.14   0.20   0.07   0.13   3.47   P< 0.05   

  

Evaluative Tones Of News Frames In Two News Agencies  
 

The Independent Sample T Test Presented In Table 5 Revealed That The Two News Agencies Statistically 

Significantly Differ From Each Other In Their Use Of Evaluative Tones For The Five Frames Under Investigation 

(T = 6.24, Df = 275, P< .001), With Negative Tones Being More Prominent In The Ap Than In Xinhua. Linear 

Regression Analysis Was Run For The Two News Agencies To Learn Which Frames Significantly Differ From 

Each Other In Use Of Evaluative Tones. The Results (Shown In Table 6) Indicate That, In Case Of The Ap, Only 

The Terrorism Threat Frame Was Statistically Significant In The Use Of Evaluative Tones; In Xinhua, The 

Terrorism Threat, Economic Consequences, And International Relations Frames Were Found To Be Statistically 

Significant. Generally, The Trend Was That The More Positive The Tone Of The News Article, The Less There 

Is Reference To Terrorism Threat. On The Contrary, There Are More References To The Economic 

Consequences And International Relations Frames When The Articles Have A Positive Tone. 

Table 5.Independent Sample T Test With Respect To The Evaluative Tones Of The Frames.  

 
  M   Sd   T Value   Df   Significance   

Xinhua   0.01   0.96      

   6.24   275   P< 0.001   

Ap   0.66   0.70      

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Table 6.Regression Analysis With Respect To The Evaluative Tones Of The Frames.  

 
Ap   B   Se   Beta     

Terrorism Threat   

Xinhua   

.08   .04   .187   

  

2.001   P< 0.05   

Terrorism Threat   .09   .02   .33   4.44   P< 0.001   

Economic Consequences   .04   .02   .20   2.58   P< 0.05   

  

  

Unstandardized coefficients   
Standardized  

coefficients   
t   value   Significance   
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International Relations   .06   .02   .30   3.94   P< 0.001   

 

Visibility And Evaluative Tones Of News Frames  In The Periods Before And After 

Operation Zarb-E-Azb   
To Evaluate How The Associated Press And Xinhua Differ In Their Coverage Of The Five Frames With Respect 

To Evaluative Tones In The Periods Before And After Operation Zarb-E-Azb, A Multivariate Analysis Of 

Variance (Manova) Was Employed, As Exhibited In Table 7. In The Case Of Xinhua, The Manova Revealed A 

Significant Main Effect Of Tone On Different Frames (F = 5.06, Df= 10,310, P< .001, Η2 = .05), But No Statistical 

Significant Differences Were Observed In The Visibility Of The Five News Frames In The Pre– And Post–

Operation Zarb-E-Azb Time Periods. Univariate Tests Showed That This Main Effect Holds Only For The 

Terrorism Threat (F = 9.05, Df = 2,159, P< .001, Η2 = .10), Economic Consequences (F = 3.87, Df = 2,159, P< 

.05, Η2 = .05), And International Relations Frames (F = 8.83, Df = 2,159, P< .001, Η2 = .10). A Negative Tone 

Was More Prominent In The Terrorism Threat Frame, And A Positive Tone Was More Evident In The Economic 

Consequences And International Relations Frames (See Table 8). The Manova Revealed A Significant Three-

Way Interaction Among The Frame Types: Evaluative Tone And Before And After Operation Zarb-E-Azb (F = 

2.57, Df = 10,310, P< .01, Η2 = .08). A Univariate Test Showed That This Interaction Effect Holds Only For The 

Terrorism Threat (F = 8.07, Df = 2,159, P< .001, Η2 = .09) And Economic Consequences Frames (F = 3.28, Df 

= 2,159, P< .05, Η2 = .04). After The Initiation Of Operation Zarb-E-Azb, There Was A Remarkable Shift In The 

Coverage Of Pakistan In The Terrorism Threat Frame As The Negative Tone Descended And The Positive Tone 

Ascended. The Economic Consequences Frame Manifested A Significant Shift Toward Neutral And Positive 

Tones In The Period After Operation Zarb-E-Azb.  

Table 7. Multivariate Analysis Of Variance For Xinhua And Ap On Visibility And  Evaluative Tones Of 

News Frames In The Periods Before And After Operation Zarb-E-Azb.  

  F   Df   Significance   
Effect 

Size   

Xinhua   
Main Effect Of Evaluative Tones And 

Visibility Of  

        

Frames   

Main Effect Of Visibility Of Frames And 

Time Period   

Interaction Effect Of Evaluative Tones, 

Frames And  

5.06   

  

10,310   

  

P< .001   

  

.05   

  

Time Period   

Associated Press   
Main Effect Of Evaluative Tone And 

Visibility Of  

2.57   

  

10,310   P< .01   .08   

Frames   

Main Effect Of Visibility Of Frames And 

Time  

1.90   10,204   P< .05   .08   

Period   

Interaction Effect Of Evaluative Tones, 

Frames  

1.65   10,204   P< .05   .06   
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And Time Period   1.95   10,204   P< .05   .08   

 

In The Case Of The Associated Press, The Manova Yielded A Significant Main Effect Of Tone (F = 1.90, Df= 

10,204, P< .05, Η2 = .08) And Time (F = 1.65, Df = 10,204, P< .05, Η2 = .06) On Different Frames. Univariate 

Tests Revealed That The Main Effect Of Tone Holds Only For The Economic Consequences (F = 2.44, Df = 

2,106, P< .10, Η2 = .04), Domestic Politics (F = 2.48, Df = 2,106, P< .10, Η2 = .05), And International Relations 

Frames (F = 3.62, Df = 2,106, P< .05, Η2 = .06). Univariate Tests Also Revealed That Only The Terrorism Threat 

Frame Was Statistically Significantly Different With Respect To Visibility In The Periods Before And After 

Operation Zarb-E-Azb (F = 7.57, Df = 1,110, P< .01, Η2 = .06), With Visibility Being Remarkably Higher In The 

Pre–Operation Zarb-E-Azb Time Period. The Manova Furnished A Significant Interaction Effect Between Tone, 

News Frames, And The Pre–/Post–Operation Zarb-E-Azb Time Periods (F = 1.95, Df = 10,204, P< .05, Η2 = 

.08). Univariate Tests Revealed That This Interaction Effect Was Present Only In The Economic Consequences 

Frame (F = 7.62, Df = 2,106, P< .005, Η2 = .13), And Its Coverage Became Increasingly Positive In The Post–

Operation Zarb-E-Azb Time Period.  

Table 8.Descriptive Statistics On The Evaluative Tones And Time Periods.  

 

Terrorism Threat  

Negative  

Neutral  

Before  

After  

Total  

Before  

After  

Total  

.55 (.23)  

.39 (.30)  

.48 (.27)  

.47 (.34)  

.39 (.28)  

.38 (.30)  

52  

35  

87  

4  

8  

12  

.48 (.26)  

.32 (.26)  

.43 (.26)  

.18 (.18)  

.38 (.22)  

.26 (.22)  

51  

25  

76  

8  

6  

14  

 

Positive  

Before  

After  

.25 (.32)  

.38 (.31)  

4  

9  

.15 (.18)  

.31 (.26)  

29  

46  

  Total  .34 (.30)  13  .24 (.24)  75  

 

Total  

Before  

After  

.52 (.25)  

.38 (.30)  

60  

52  

.34 (.28)  

.32 (.25)  

88  

77  

  Total  .46 (.28)  112  .33 (.27)  165  

Social  

Negative  

Neutral  

Before  

After  

Total  

Before  

After  

Total  

.04 (.07)  

.08 (.13)  

.05 (.10)  

.04 (.08)  

.02 (.06)  

.03 (.06)  

52  

35  

87  

4  

8  

12  

.16 (.34)  

.16 (.19)  

.16 (.30)  

.15 (.20)  

.08 (.06)  

.12 (.15)  

51  

25  

76  

8  

6  

14  

 

Positive  

Before  

After  

.06 (.07)  

.04 (.07)  

4  

9  

.14 (.19)  

.12 (.21)  

29  

46  

  Total  .05 (.07)  13  .13 (.20)  75  

 

Total  

Before  

After  

.04 (.07)  

.06 (.11)  

60  

52  

.15 (.28)  

.13 (.20)  

88  

77  

  Total  .05 (.10)  112  .14 (.25)  165  

Frames    
    Associated Press   Xinhua    

Tone   Time   M   ( SD )   N   M   ( SD )   N    
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Economic 

Consequences  

Negative  

Neutral  

Positive  

Before  

After  

Total  

Before  

After  

Total  

Before 

After  

.06 (.16)  

.03 (.08)  

.05 (.12)  

.00 (.00)  

.15 (.24)  

.10 (.21)  

.00 (.00)  

.28 (.34)  

52  

35  

87  

4  

8  

12  

4  

9  

.05 (.11)  

.06 (.12)  

.05 (.11)  

.03 (.09)  

.20 (.24)  

.11 (.18)  

.09 (.27)  

.17 (.20)  

51  

25  

76  

8  

6  

14  

29  

46  

  Total  .19 (.22)  13  .12 (.23)  75  

 

Total  

Before  

After  

.05 (.13)  

.09 (.17)  

60  

52  

.06 (.18)  

.14(.18)  

88  

77  

  Total  .07 (.15)  112  .09 (.18)  165  

Domestic Politics  Negative  

Before  

After  

.10 (.18)  

.14 (.22)  

52  

35  

.15 (.21)  

.22 (.28)  

51  

25  

  Total  .12 (.20)  87  .18 (.24)  76  

 

Neutral  

Before  

After  

.18 (.23)  

.30 (.24)  

4  

8  

.35 (.31)  

.32 (.29)  

8  

6  

  Total  .25 (.23)  12  .34 (.29)  14  

 

Positive  

Before  

After  

.00 (.00)  

.10 (.17)  

4  

9  

.24 (.27)  

.15 (.19)  

29  

46  

  Total  .07 (.15)  13  .18 (.23)  75  

 

Total  

Before  

After  

.10 (.18)  

.15 (.22)  

60  

52  

.20 (.25)  

.19 (.23)  

88  

77  

  Total  .13 (.20)  112  .19 (.24)  165  

International 

Relations  

Negative  

Neutral  

Positive  

Before  

After  

Total  

Before  

After  

Total  

Before  

After  

.06 (.10)  

.06 (.10)  

.06 (.10)  

.16 (.33)  

.16 (.22)  

.16 (.25)  

.05 (.10)  

.02 (.07)  

52  

35  

87  

4  

8  

12  

4  

9  

.09 (.11)  

.07 (.10)  

.08 (.11)  

.09 (.12)  

.08 (.12)  

.08 (.12)  

.23 (.28)  

.19 (.25)  

51  

25  

76  

8  

6  

14  

29  

46  

  Total  .03 (.08)  13  .21 (.26)  75  

 

Total  

Before  

After  

.07 (.13)  

.07 (.13)  

60  

52  

.14 (.19)  

.14 (.21)  

88  

77  

  Total  .07 (.13)  112  .14 (.20)  165  

 
Interpretive Analysis   
The News Coverage Of Pakistan By The Ap Was Decidedly Negative. News Related To Terrorism Was Often 

Framed In A Way That Presented Pakistan As Responsible For The Widespread Terrorism In The Region. The 

United States Was Often Presented As Very “Concerned” About Pakistan’s Situation, But Serious Doubts Were 

Raised About Pakistan Military’s “Commitment” Strategy And The “Capability” Of The State To Overcome 

Terrorism. The Ap Framed Pakistan As An “Accomplice” To The Terrorist Elements In The Region. The Policy 

Adopted By The United States Regarding The War Against Terrorism In The Pakistan-Afghanistan Region Was 
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Fully Endorsed, And Any Failure That The United States Experienced Was Attributed To A Lack Of Cooperation 

Of Pakistan. An Excerpt From The Ap Exemplifies This Coverage: “The United States Has For Years Complained 

To Pakistan About Its Failure To Impose Order In A Region Harboring What Washington Considers The 

Country’s Most Dangerous Militants, And Has Carried Out Hundreds Of Drone Strikes In The Area” (June 16, 

2014).   

This Tendency Was Noticed By Ali, Jan, And Saleem (2013), Who Observed That When Nato And U.S. Forces 

Failed To Achieve Their Intended Purpose In Afghanistan, They Were Confounded By A Challenging Situation 

And Blame Was Shifted To Pakistan. After Operation Zarb-E-Azb, The Integrity Of Pakistan’s Claim Of 

Achieving Success Against The Militants Was Questioned By Continuously Casting Doubt Over The Veracity 

Of The News Because Of The Unavailability Of Independent Sources To Substantiate Them. The Fundamental 

Thesis Was An Expression Of Distrust Of And Suspicion About Pakistan’s Engagement In Tackling The Terrorist 

Elements. This Trend Was Noted In Post-9/11 Events In 2001–2002 By Siraj (2006), When Pakistan Was Framed 

By The U.S. News Media As A “Theocratic State” Involved In “Harboring Terrorism” And “Islamic Militancy.” 

One Plausible Explanation For This Is That The September 11 Attacks Has Made The U.S. Media Extremely 

Watchful And Highly Cognizant Of The Terrorist Threat From “Outside,” Particularly In The Region Of 

Afghanistan-Pakistan, Which Sometimes Has Led To A Perception Of Hostility Toward The News Coming From 

This Region (Zhang, Shoemaker, & Wang, 2013).   

Pakistan Was Also Portrayed By The Ap As A Socially Intolerant Society, Persecuting Vulnerable Social Factions 

Such As Women, Children, And Minorities. Pakistan Was Framed As A Society Rigidly Adhering To Its 

Doctrines That Promote Extremism, Where Women Are Devoid Of Their Fundamental Rights, Minorities Are 

Oppressed, And Journalists Are Subjugated If They Desire Freedom Of Expression. And These Events Were 

Reported In The Context Of Islam, Casting Doubt On The Integrity Of The Socioeconomic Fiber Of Pakistan. 

Frequent Use Of Demonizing Words For Muslims And Islam Appeared To Be A Common Discourse. For 

Instance, The Use Of Polarizing Terms Such As Islamic Fundamentalism, Islamic Extremism, Islamic Militants, 

And Radical Islamic Groups Is Indicative Of The Prevalence In The U.S. Media Of An “Outside Threat.”  

The Fatal Stoning Last Month Cast A Harsh Light On Violence Against Women In Pakistan, Where 

Human Rights Activists Say Perpetrators Are Often Acquitted Or Given Light Sentences. . . . Under 

Pakistani Law, Those Charged With Killing Women Can See Their Criminal Case Dropped If Family 

Members Of The Deceased Forgive Them Or Accept Socalled “Blood Money.” (June 7, 2014)  

The “Killing Women” Phrase Is Misleading, Because The Same Law Is Equally Applicable For Both Men And 

Women. But The News Was Framed In A Way That Highlighted The Oppression Of Women In A “Muslim-

Majority” Country. Such News Reporting Could Be Attributed To The Overall Frame Of West Versus Islam 

Conjectured On The Cultural Biases Held Against A Prosaically Conventional Form Of Islam Against Modern 

Civilization (Said, 1997). The Ap News Coverage In Particular Seldom Refers To The Continuous Spillover 

Effects Of The War Against Terrorism In Providing A Narrative To The Extremist Forces Who Align Pakistan 

With The United States And The Western World And Employ Their Interpretation Of The Term Jihad As 

Martyrdom That Justifies Terrorist Attacks In Pakistan (Yousaf & Huaibin, 2014). Pakistan’s Internal Political 

Situation Was Unfavorably Received by Both Xinhua and the AP Due To Instability and Uncertainty Surrounding 

the Country’s Political Institutions. The Economic Consequences And The International Relations Frames 

Received Minimal Coverage In The Ap As Compared To Xinhua. The Reason For This Is That Pakistan Shares 

A Broad Partnership With China Incorporating Culture, Economy, Trade, Investment, And Public Diplomacy. 

However, Pakistan’s Relationship with the United States Is Limited to Cooperation and Collaboration in the War 

against Terrorism. It Often Appeared That The Ap Framed The Pakistani Army Differently From The Pakistani 
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Government By Repeatedly Referring To The Former As Possessing Its Own Foreign Policy, Which It Aims To 

Further With The Association Of Militant Groups Such As The Haqqani Network And Lashkar-E-Taiba.   

Xinhua’s News Coverage Regarding Terrorism in Pakistan Shifted Significantly after the Initiation of Operation 

Zarb-E-Azb. After Zarb-E-Azb, Xinhua Framed Pakistan As A “Victim” And A “Sufferer” Of Terrorism, And 

Pakistan’s Counterterrorism And Security Strategies Were Unequivocally Endorsed. One Plausible Explanation 

For This Shift Can Be Attributed To The Alleged Presence Of Certain Elements Of The East Turkistan Islamic 

Movement In North Waziristan—A Separatist Group Founded By Uyghur Militants, Designated As An 

International Terrorist Organization By The United Nations Security Council And Believed To Be Involved In 

Acts Of Violence And Terrorism In Xinjiang Province. Therefore, Furnishing Support And Encouragement To 

The Pakistani Government In Its Endeavors To Combat Terrorism Was Considered Vital To Safeguard The 

Security Of The Whole Region. A Slight Tilt Toward Pakistan Was Clearly Observable Whenever A News Story 

Related To India And Pakistan Was Reported, Indicative Of The Favorable Diplomatic Terms Shared By Pakistan 

And China. For Instance, Covering Kashmir, Xinhua Coverage Stated, “Anti-India Sentiment Runs Deep For 

Majority Of Kashmiris.” Thus, Pakistan’s Stance on Kashmir Being a Disputed Territory and India’s Human 

Rights Violations In The Region Were Endorsed By Xinhua.  

Most Economic News Was Covered Positively By Xinhua. China Is Set To Become The Largest Foreign Direct 

Investor In Energy, Transport, And Infrastructure Projects In Pakistan In The Next Five To Seven Years (“China 

Agrees,” 2014). Moreover, With Free Trade Agreements And Ascending Bilateral Trade, Pakistan Was More 

Often Positioned As A Desirable Investment Destination For The Extensions Of Strategic Business Plans Of 

Chinese Corporations. All The News Stories Associated With Pakistan Under The International Relations Frame 

Were Positively Reported. Pakistan And China Share A Close Identity Of Views And Mutual Interests In Their 

Long History Of Bilateral Ties. Pakistan Was Hailed As An “All-Weather Strategic Cooperative Partner” Of 

China. Pakistan’s Contributions To The International Campaign Against Terrorism, Regional Security, And 

Stability, Attending More Than 6 Million Refugees Of Neighboring Afghanistan, And Pursuing Efforts In 

Constituting Peace With Neighboring India Were All Adequately Acknowledged By Xinhua. For The Most Part, 

Pakistani People, Culture, Art, And Society Were Favorably Framed By Xinhua. Though Incidents Of Social 

Violence And Crimes Were Reported, They Were Attributed To Poverty, Unequal Distribution Of Wealth, And 

Misgovernance Rather Than Religious Intolerance And Unlike Their Portrayal In The Context Of The Overall 

Frame Of The West Against Islam. Pakistani And Chinese Companies Competed With One Another In Acquiring 

The Football Manufacturing Bids For The 2014 Fifa World Cup, Which Were Eventually Attained By A Pakistani 

Company. The News Was Candidly Acknowledged By Xinhua As A Success Story Of The Pakistani Sports 

Industry.   

Even Though Pakistan Has Never Played In A Football World Cup, No Other Team Would Have Had The 

Chance To Play It, If Pakistan Did Not Produce The Ball! Today Sialkot’s Hand-Stitched Balls Face 

Competition From The Machine-Made Balls Produced In China. But Despite Tough Competition, The 

Manufacturers Have Managed To Bring Back The World Cup Football Production To Pakistan. (June 8, 

2014)  

Conclusion   
This Study Explores the Representation of Pakistan in Chinese and U.S. News Media in the Wake of Pakistan’s 

Latest Military Offensive, Operation Zarb-E-Azb. The Present Study Informs Framing Theory By Providing 

Evidence Of The Role Of Foreign Policy And The United States’ And China’s Mutual Relations With Pakistan 

And The Vested Interests Of International Politics In Influencing The Media Frames Of Countries. The Terrorism 

Frame As A Communication Frame Of A Country Is So Disturbingly Provocative In The U.S. Media That Once 

A Country Like Pakistan Is Framed Within It, Its Spillover Effects Can Be Observed In The Overall News 
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Framing Of Pakistan. The Frame Building in the United States Is Inspired by the Overall Frame of the West 

Versus Islam, Which Exacerbates the News Coverage of Pakistan Compared to China’s Coverage.  

This Study Offers Practical Implications For The State And The Publicity Machineries Of Pakistan. The News 

Media Serves As An Influential Regulator In The Formation Of Public Opinion, Particularly In Cases That Are 

Distant From Audiences’ Personal Experiences—For Example, Events Happening In Other Countries—And 

With Issues For Which Most People Have No Prior Knowledge—For Example, Foreign Affairs (Mccombs & 

Gilbert, 1986). There Is Little Doubt That A Certain Degree Of Controllability Exists In The News Networks By 

Governments And Lobbyists To Propagate The Interests Of The Communities The Media Assumes To Represent. 

For Example, Israel, A Country Usually In The News Due To Violence And Unrest In The Middle East, Is 

Portrayed More Positively And Sympathetically In The United States Due To A Favorable Perception Built By 

The U.S. Media. However, In Europe, More Sympathies Are Attached With The Other Side Of The Conflict—

That Is, Palestine (Galloway, 2005).   

If Pakistan Is To Gain The Reputation Of A Country That Is Fighting For World Peace, Then It Must Ensure That 

Its Efforts Are Acknowledged On The World Stage. Moreover, The Extent to Which the Internal Political 

Situation in Pakistan Is Negatively Framed in the Ap’s And Xinhua’s News Coverage Is Appalling And Calls For 

Immediate Attention. The Presence Of Fair Democratic Procedures And Rule Of Law To Overcome The 

Misgovernance, Manipulation, Exploitation, And Corruption Of Elected Aristocrats Would Reduce The Political 

Instability. Depoliticization Of Institutions, Including The Judiciary And Police, Would Restore People’s Trust, 

And There Would Be Less Interference In The Government’s Operations Through Demonstrations, Strikes, And 

Civil Unrest.  

The Contribution Of This Study Is Qualified By Certain Limitations. First, The Identified Time Period Of One 

Month Before And After Operation Zarb-E-Azb Might Limit The Variations Of The Media Frames, And, Hence, 

A Comprehensive Picture Regarding The Framing Of Pakistan In The U.S. And Chinese Media Might Not Have 

Been Presented. Second, In Conducting The Framing Analysis, The Identification Of Frames And Favorability 

Ratings Is Contingent On The Subjective Interpretation Of The Researcher, Which Is Susceptible To Personal 

And Cultural Biases. Future Research Should Investigate The Representation Of Pakistan In Other U.S. And 

Chinese Media Outlets, Including Daily Newspapers, Television News, Internet News, And Alternative Media 

Avenues Such As Social Media, To Understand The Generalizability Of This Study’s Findings. Third, Pakistan 

Has Periodically Carried Out Various Military Offensives In The Past. A Comparison Of The Reception Of The 

News Coverage Of All Such Operations Would Render A Reasonable Understanding Of The Extrapolation Of 

The Research Findings. Fourth, This Research Could Be Extended To Other Countries That Share A Unique 

Relationship With Pakistan—Such As India, Saudi Arabia, Israel, And Turkey—To Examine The Compatibility 

Of Observations With The Sorts Of Coverage Identified In The Present Study.  
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